MEDIA RELEASE

by DYLAN HYDE
About the book
The Workers’ Art Guild was a left-leaning political force and
influential cultural movement of the 1930s and 1940s in Perth. Police
and intelligence arms kept close tabs on the Guild and its members,
jailing some and intimidating many others prior to and during the
period of the banning of the Communist Party in Australia.
The book covers the personal and professional lives of key figures
such as writer Katharine Susannah Prichard and theatre maverick
Keith George, while charting the influence of the Communist Party on
Western Australian artists.
About the AUTHOR
Dylan Hyde was born in the United States and raised
in Perth before emigrating to Melbourne in his late
teenage years where he currently lives with his wife
and two children. He has an ongoing interest in
historical research and writing, specifically in the
areas of art and political history. His published works
to date have been an article on the Workers’ Art Guild in Papers in
Labour History (Australian Society for the Study of Labour History,
No 18, March 1997) and a short piece in The Historical Encyclopedia
of Western Australia (UWA Press, 2009). Dylan previously worked in
film and television production.
NOTEs
•

A comprehensive and well-researched book charting one of the
most intruguing moments in Perth’s social history.

•

The book was awarded a grant from the Western Australian
History Foundation to assist publication.

•

Western Australian interest book that will be supported by local
media.

•

Release coincides with the 50th anniversary of Katharine
Susannah Prichard’s death – the author is in tlaks to appear at a
commemorative event at KSP Writers’ Centre.

•

The book will be launched on Saturday 5 October at 5.30pm in the
Old Trades Hall building by Janet Holmes à Court.
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